Walking Route

Point of Interest

Auto / Cycling Detour
Walking Route Option
Alternate Return Route
Trail Information
Public Parking

Restrooms

The Sawmill & Tribal Trail can be accessed from many
points around town , so check out as much of it as you
have time and energy for. We hope you will enjoy learning
more about the colorful past of the Coos Bay and North
Bend area.

MAIN ACCESS POINTS:

Go N. on Hwy 101 through North Bend - turn right on Ferry Rd. and continue
0.2 miles to park on left.

From Hwy 101 - go 0.5 mile west on Virginia Ave. to Pony Village Mall on
your left. Park at the mall and walk out of the parking lot on Vermont
to pick up the trail on Pony Creek Rd.

From Hwy 101 - go 1.9 miles west on Newmark Avenue then turn right
onto Hull Street. Follow signs to John Topits Park.

From Hwy 101 - go 2.9 miles west on Newmark Avenue then turn left
onto Arago Hwy. Take your first right onto Michigan Ave and continue
to docks.
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TRAIL

The Sawmill & Tribal Trail is 5.6 miles one way and
can be walked, bicycled or driven. Just look for the
trail logo on numbered cedar post or on streets or
sidewalks.

The trail is divided into three secti .
BACKGROUND

The Sawmill & Tribal Trail honors paths developed by
Coos tribal ancestors that connected their bayside villag-

es and hunting grounds. Later, settlers also used these
trails.

Empire City, established 1853 among several tribal vil-
lages, became the population center with hotels, sa-
loons, courthouse, school, brewery, general stores, 30
houses (1855) and a post office (1861). Henry H. Luse
(Empire City, 1856) then Asa M. Simpson (North Bend,
1857) built sawmills on the bay. Simpson created the
first shipyard (1858) also near tribal village sites.

In 1859 Coos County approved a North Bend - Empire

City road. The route undoubtedly utilized some tribal

paths. Teetotaler Charles Merchant refused to sell alco-

hol at Simpson’s North Bend store so thirsty loggers, mill
and shipyard workers went to
Empire for saloons and enter-
tainment. Hence the historic
“Sawmill Trail” - more accu-
rately titled the Sawmill &
Tribal Trail.
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Brought to you by: The Coos Historical and Maritime Mu-
seum and the Sawmill & Tribal Trail Advisory Team.

Members of the Advisory Team: Tom Gaskill, Jennifer
Groth, Howard Graham, Kim Griffin, Rick Keating, Stepha-
nie Kramer, Don Luce, David Petrie, Frank Walsh and Wanda
Williford with Tom Greaves (Empire) & Dick Wagner (North
Bend) co-chairs.

Contributors: Coos County Cultural Coalition, Johanna Dil-
lard, Kris Thurman, Sterling Bank, Industrial Steel & Supply,
the estate of Walter Granum, Harmon Construction, David
Petrie and anonymous donors.

Partners in the project: Cities of Coos Bay and North
Bend, Confederated Tribes of the Coos, Lower Umpqua and
Siuslaw Indians, Coos Historical & Maritime Museum, Com-
munity Coalition of Empire, South Coast Striders and the
National Coast Trail Association. Annie Donnelly, Al LePage,
John Schaefer and Kirk Wicks assisted.

Jennie Sperling contributed all plant drawings.

Western Red Cedar
Thuja plicata

Coos Historical and Maritime Museum
1220 Sherman Avenue
North Bend , Oregon 97459
Phone: 541-756-6320
E-mail: sawmilltri i
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1863 Coast Survey showing trail from
Empire City to North Bend Saw Mill




